
Special Weekly Address – Be grateful for our Veterans  

 

Hello, this is your Congressman Michael Burgess. 

 

Thanksgiving is the time of year when we can come together as a nation and show 

gratitude for the many blessings bestowed upon us. 

 

This holiday, famously depicted in Norman Rockwell’s “Freedom from Want,” is a 

time for reflection. Reflection on the freedoms we have as a nation. Reflection on the 

sacrifices made by our veterans, Armed Forces and their families.  

 

During Veterans’ Day weekend this year, I was humbled to attend several events that 

honored the Veterans of North Texas. One was the Highland Village “Salute Our 

Veterans” luncheon. There I presented the Congressional Veteran Commendation to 

five outstanding veterans. These served with distinction in the military and have been 

outstanding volunteers in their communities assisting their neighbors and fellow 

veterans. At another event, I met the families of the Medal of Honor recipients who 

are from Texas. Later that weekend, I met the family of Staff Sergeant Alex Viola, a 

Green Beret who paid the ultimate price for our freedom.  

 

As I reflect on my gratitude of our courageous men and women in uniform, it reminds 

me of the importance of the Veterans History Project. This project collects and 

preserves the firsthand accounts of American veterans in both war and peace time. 

The Library of Congress saves these valuable stories so future generations of 

Americans will know the realities of our nation’s wars.   

 

To our veterans – I cannot express my gratitude for everything you’ve done for our 

country. You’re the best our nation has to offer. You make us all proud to be 

Americans. It is critical that we know your stories.  

 

That is why it is my privilege to help facilitate the Veterans History Project for North 

Texas veterans. Each week, my staff will be holding “Vet Talk Tuesday” office hours 

for veterans to come share their experiences. I encourage all veterans residing in the 

26th District of Texas to register to be interviewed for the Veterans History Project.   

 



To express interest in the Veterans History Project and make an appointment, or for 

help with any questions related to the Department of Veterans Affairs, please contact 

my Lake Dallas office at (940) 497-5031 or online at Burgess.house.gov. 

 

Today and every day, I am grateful to the veterans in North Texas and across the 

nation who have served our country. May God bless you and your family, may God 

bless our veterans, and as the song says, God bless you Texas. 

 


