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Hello, this is your Congressman Michael Burgess.  

The flood of illegal immigrants on the Southern border has proven to be a mounting 
American crisis all too familiar to Texas families. Since joining Congress, I have been 
consistently engaged in securing our border and enforcing our immigration laws.  

When the American people elected President Trump, they sent a clear message that they 
wanted a change. A change that would reintroduce law and order back into our country.  

This week, Department of Homeland Security Secretary John Kelly issued guidance on how 
to implement two of the President’s executive orders on immigration. These orders would 
improve border security and immigration enforcement, as well as enhance public safety. It 
is important to note that these orders are separate from the admittance of refugees from 7 
Middle Eastern and African countries into the U.S.  

For far too long, the Obama Administration neglected the calls for more resources at our 
southern border to enforce our current laws. Under President Trump, the Department of 
Homeland Security is taking steps to protect our border while still allowing legal 
immigration into the U.S. 

As part of this effort, DHS is empowering state and local law enforcement to implement 
these immigration laws. Our resources at the border have been strained due to the 
dramatic increase in apprehensions. 

For example, according to Department of Homeland Security records, there were 33,000 
apprehensions between ports of entry on our southern border in November 2015. In 
comparison, exactly one year later, apprehensions increased to over 47,000. 

Additionally, these new executive orders would increase resources to expedite the judicial 
proceedings of illegal immigrants facing criminal charges. Most illegal aliens identified for 
expedited removal are those who are in jail or have committed a criminal offense. The 
types of people we are removing are illegal or undocumented aliens that commit crimes 
against our citizens.  

Right now our focus is on securing our nation. And that means strengthening border 
security and homeland security. 

As always, I appreciate your comments and your questions on this issue or any other issue. 
May God bless you and your family and as the song says, God bless you Texas. 


