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Protecting American Skies 

 

Hello, this is your Congressman Michael Burgess.  

This week, the United States House of Representatives voted to reauthorize the Federal 

Aviation Administration for five years. North Texas is home to a number of outstanding 

aviation professionals who each day rely on the vital work of the Federal Aviation 

Administration to keep American air space safe. This reauthorization will ensure that the FAA 

has the resources needed to support upgrades to our nation’s aviation infrastructure, 

advance aviation safety and security, and keep American innovation competitive at the 

global level. My vote to fund the FAA not only supports the many North Texans who work to 

keep passengers and crew safe in the air, but also all of us who fly.  

As we consider the FAA’s work, I am pleased that this bill includes my amendment to 

prohibit the weaponization of drones without FAA authorization. I first introduced this 

legislation in 2012 after noticing the uptick in the use of recreational drones.  

Since then, we have witnessed several cases of irresponsible and dangerous usage of 

weaponized drones. For example, in 2015, a young man in Connecticut posted a video of a 

drone equipped with a semi-automatic handgun. It does not take long to consider how such 

modifications could endanger multiple innocent bystanders.  

When I discuss this issue with police officers, they often say their greatest fear with the 

increase in the use of recreational drones is their weaponization. We must not allow 

technology to surpass our current legislation; as recreational use of drones increases, safety 

measures also must advance. It is imperative that we take steps to protect the public before 

death by armed drone becomes a headline.  

The inclusion of the No Armed Drones legislation in this year’s FAA reauthorization is a step 

in the right direction. After passing the House, the FAA reauthorization is headed to the 

Senate and hopefully will soon arrive on President Trump’s desk.  

As always, I appreciate your comments and your questions on this issue or any other issue. 

May God bless you and your family, may God bless our aviation professionals, and as the 

song says, God bless you Texas. 


