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Congressman Michael C. Burgess, M.D. (TX-26)

H.R. 2861, Veterans Housing Appropriations
Official Title:  Departments of Veterans Affairs and Housing and Urban Development, and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act, 2004

Oversight Committees:  House Appropriations

No cosponsors.

Departments of Veterans Affairs and Housing and Urban Development, and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act, 2004 - Makes appropriations for FY 2004 for: (1) the Department of Veterans Affairs; (2) the Department of Housing and Urban Development; (3) the American Battle Monuments Commission; (4) the Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board; (5) the Department of the Treasury, Community Development Financial Institutions Fund Program Account; (6) the Consumer Product Safety Commission; (7) the Corporation for National and Community Service; (8) the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims; (9) the Department of Defense-Civil; (10) the Department of Health and Human Services, National Institutes of Health; (11) the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry; (12) the Environmental Protection Agency; (13) the Hazardous Substance Superfund, including transfers of funds; (14) the Executive Office of the President; (15) the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation; (16) the General Services Administration; (17) the Interagency Council on the Homeless; (18) the National Aeronautics and Space Administration; (19) the National Credit Union Administration; (20) the National Science Foundation; (21) the Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation; and (22) the Selective Service System.  Specifies certain uses and limits on or prohibitions against the use of funds appropriated by this Act.

H.R. 58, Keep Our Promise to America's Military Retirees Act

Official Title:  To restore health care coverage to retired members of the uniformed services. 
Oversight Committees:  House Government Reform; House Armed Services

Congressman Burgess:  Cosponsor 

Keep Our Promise to America's Military Retirees Act - Includes as an employee, for purposes of Federal provisions authorizing enrollment under the Federal Employees Health Benefits (FEHB) Program: (1) a member of the armed forces who began service before June 7, 1956, and retired after a minimum of 20 years of such service or by reason of a service-connected disability; and (2) the surviving widow or widower of such member. 

Directs the Secretary of Defense to enter into an agreement with the Office of Personnel Management to provide FEHB coverage to the following eligible beneficiaries: (1) a member or former member entitled to military retired or retainer pay; (2) an unremarried former spouse who was married to a member for at least 20 years, during which such member performed at least 20 years of retirement-creditable military service; (3) a dependent of a deceased qualifying member or former member; (4) a dependent of a living member or former member; and (5) a family member. 

H.R. 303, Retired Pay Restoration Act of 2003

Official Title:  To amend title 10, United States Code, to permit retired members of the Armed Forces who have a service-connected disability to receive both military retired pay by reason of their years of military service and disability compensation from the Department of Veterans Affairs for their disability. 
Oversight Committees: House Armed Services; House Veterans Affairs

Congressman Burgess:  Cosponsor

Retired Pay Restoration Act of 2003 - Permits retired members of the armed forces with service-connected disabilities to be paid both military retired pay and veterans' disability compensation. 

Repeals provisions providing for special compensation for certain severely disabled military retirees and certain combat-related disabled uniformed services retirees. 

H.R. 548, Military Survivor Benefits Improvement Act of 2003

Official Title:  To amend title 10, United States Code, to increase the minimum Survivor Benefit Plan basic annuity for surviving spouses age 62 and older, to provide for a one-year open season under that plan, and for other purposes. 
Oversight Committee: House Armed Services

Congressman Burgess:  Cosponsor

Military Survivor Benefits Improvement Act of 2003 - Adjusts the basic Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) annuity amount for surviving spouses, age 62 and older, of former military personnel to: (1) 35 percent of the retired pay of the decedent (current law), for months before October 2004; (2) 40 percent for months during FY 2005; (3) 45 percent for months during FY 2006; (4) 50 percent for months during FY 2007; and (5) 55 percent for months after FY 2007. Adjusts similarly percentage amounts with respect to survivors of reserve personnel and survivors of persons who die while on active duty. Provides a corresponding phased elimination of the SBP supplemental annuity authorized to be provided to such surviving spouses. Requires periodic recomputation of: (1) annuity amounts beginning in October 2004; and (2) retired pay reductions for supplemental survivor annuities. 

Provides a one-year open enrollment period for SBP participation, commencing October 1, 2004, for those currently not participating, those electing to increase current coverage, and those wishing to participate in the supplemental SBP. 

Authorizes the Secretary of Defense to require appropriate premiums for SBP participation. 
H.R. 3365, The Fallen Patriots Tax Relief Act 
Official Title:  To amend title 10, United States Code, and the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to increase the death gratuity payable with respect to deceased members of the Armed Forces and to exclude such gratuity from gross income.
Oversight Committees: House Ways and Means; House Armed Services

Congressman Burgess:  Cosponsor
Doubles Military Death Gratuity Benefits - Under current law, survivors of members of the military receive a $6,000 death gratuity payment. H.R. 3365 increases the death gratuity payment to $12,000. The higher payment is effective for deaths occurring after September 10, 2001. 

Provides Tax-Free Treatment of Death Gratuity Benefits - Under current law, only the first $3,000 of death gratuity benefits is tax-free. H.R. 3365 provides that the full $12,000 payment is tax free. 

The bill was introduced by Rep. Renzi on October 21, 2003. It was referred to the Ways and Means and Armed Services Committees, but was not considered by either.

H.R.1742, To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 with respect to the eligibility of veterans for mortgage bond financing, and for other purposes
No short title.

Oversight Committee:  House Ways and Means

Congressman Burgess:  Cosponsor

Amends the Internal Revenue Code with respect to the additional requirements for qualified veterans mortgage bonds to: (1) revise the definition of a qualified veteran to mean any veteran who served on active duty (removes the limitation of service before January 1, 1977) and who applied for financing before 30 years after leaving service (removes the additional proviso of, or before January 31, 1985); (2) revise the State veterans limit; and (3) permit a State to elect to carry forward any of such unused limitation. 
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