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There are 19 million war veterans living in the United States today, but every day we lose 1,700 of them. Motivated by a desire to honor our nation's war veterans for their service and to collect their stories and experiences while they are still among us, the United States Congress created the Veterans History Project. The authorizing legislation, sponsored by Representatives Ron Kind, Amo Houghton, and Steny Hoyer in the U.S. House of Representatives and Senators Max Cleland and Chuck Hagel in the U.S. Senate, received unanimous support and was signed into law by President William Jefferson Clinton on October 27, 2000. Public Law 106-380 calls upon the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress to collect and preserve audio- and video-taped oral histories, along with documentary materials such as letters, diaries, maps, photographs, and home movies, of America's war veterans and those who served in support of them.

The Veterans History Project covers World War I, World War II, and the Korean, Vietnam, and Persian Gulf wars. It includes all participants in those wars--men and women, civilian and military. It documents the contributions of civilian volunteers, support staff, and war industry workers as well as the experiences of military personnel from all ranks and all branches of service--the Air Force, Army, Marine Corps, and Navy, as well as the U.S. Coast Guard and Merchant Marine.

Knowing that this and future generations of Americans have much to learn from those who served, we at the Library of Congress and the American Folklife Center have embraced this national effort. We encourage you to read the information and instructions on this Web site and to join us in making the Veterans History Project a success.

Our Five-Star Council

Assisting us in our work is our Five-Star Council. This is a group of prominent leaders invited by the Librarian of Congress to advise the project and bring it increased visibility nationwide. Members of the Five-Star Council include veterans, elected officials, historians, and journalists, each with a relevant personal connection to this endeavor.

What You Can Do
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U.S. helicopters prepare to air-lift Vietnamese government Rangers of the 43rd battalion into battle during the Vietnam War, 1965.
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All Americans are encouraged to participate. By interviewing a veteran or war worker as part of the Veterans History Project, you honor those who served our nation during difficult and dangerous periods in our history. You are participating in a national project initiated by Congress to promote public learning and to encourage discussion across the generations about our nation's wartime activities. Interviewers might be veterans comparing their experiences with fellow veterans who fought in previous wars. They may be students talking with veterans and home front supporters within their local communities as part of school projects. Or they may be grandsons and granddaughters coaxing grandparents to share their memories of America at war.

Sharing stories and gathering reminiscences will have an immediate impact on both you and the narrators who participate in your interviews. Even if you should forget your tape recorder, video camera, or notebook, you and the men and women with whom you speak would not leave the interviews empty-handed. Veterans and war workers will take away a sense of pride in their contributions to America's war efforts. They will gain the satisfaction of knowing that they are passing on to you firsthand knowledge about the realities of war and the everyday acts of sacrifice and heroism that accompany it. You and others who conduct the interviews or who collect wartime letters, diaries, photographs, and other materials will also be enriched. You will leave with a better understanding of our nation's past and a newfound respect for the men and women who served their nation during wartime.

Please Help Us Preserve the Nation's Memory

The immediate personal benefits of interviewing a war veteran should not be underestimated. But don't let your involvement end there. It is essential to recognize, as Congress did, the importance of preserving a permanent record of your interviews for future generations of Americans to consult. Please follow carefully the instructions in the Project Kit to ensure that your recording lasts and will be accessible to researchers and the public, both now and in the future. Plan to donate your interview to the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress or to one of our Official Partner organizations in your area who will help us preserve the National Veterans History Collection. Your cooperation will greatly assist the Library of Congress and the American Folklife Center in organizing and making publicly available this large and important collection.

The Library of Congress will create a catalog of all oral histories and other documentation collected as a result of the Veterans History Project, including those items preserved at other sites by participating partners. The names of all veterans and civilians who are interviewed or whose letters, diaries, and other documents are donated to the National Veterans History Collection will appear on this Web site in the future. The Library will also develop online presentations of selected portions of the collection for its popular American Memory Web site as an educational resource for the American people.

How You Can Begin
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The staff of the Veterans History Project
American Folklife Center, Library of Congress
From left to right: Sarah Rouse, Janice E. Ruth, Peter Bartis, Ellen McCulloch-Lovell, Timothy Roberts, and Jason Lee. Photo by James Hardin, 2002.


We invite veterans, active military personnel, and civilians to join our Volunteer Corps. Volunteers are the individuals who interview war veterans and identify documents to donate. If you are a veteran, you possess a valuable resource in your war memories and military knowledge, and we especially encourage you to participate as both an interviewer and an interviewee. Our Project Kit contains all the information and forms you need to participate as a volunteer interviewer.

Become An Official Partner

Groups are also encouraged to participate in the Veterans History Project. Libraries, museums, and civic groups can start their own local projects. Veterans associations, military and history organizations, institutions of higher education, and ongoing veterans oral history projects can become Official Partners of the Veterans History Project, at which point their names and addresses are added to our List of Official Partners. Teachers and students, participants in after-school programs, and youth groups may become Official Youth Partners. Please see our Partner Information page for further details, or contact us to learn more about how your group can become a Partner or Youth Partner of the Veterans History Project.
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Training Workshops for Official Partners

Official Partner organizations are eligible for free training workshops on conducting oral history interviews. Folklorists and oral historians provided by the American Folklore Society and the Oral History Association will lead these workshops, which will be designed to increase participants' understanding of the personal aspects of oral interviewing and the technical aspects of audio and video documentation. Please see our Training Workshop Information page for further details.
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