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Sept. 25, 2005
Hurricane Rita Traffic Briefing – 6 a.m.
The phased return to Houston by residents that evacuated in advance of Hurricane Rita begins this morning.  The goal of the re-entry plan is to have a safe and orderly return of 2.5 million people to Houston.  Heavy traffic and very limited fuel availability are still issues that motorists will face.
Residents are asked to return home on three separate days based on which segment of the city they live in.
Day 1, Sunday, Sept. 25

Residents west of I-45 and north of I-10, including those residing in Tomball, The Woodlands, Waller, Hockley, Katy, Brookshire and surrounding communities.  
Day 2, Monday, Sept. 26

Residents south of I-10 and west of I-45 south., including those residing in Richmond, Stafford, Rosenberg, Sugarland, Pearland and surrounding communities, including all Houston residents who reside inside of I-610.

Day 3, Tuesay, Sept. 27

Residents in all remaining areas east of I-45 and north of I-10 extending to Liberty and Chambers counties.

A return plan for residents of communities in storm-impacted areas is pending further damage assessment. These counties include: Galveston, Angelina, Polk, San Jacinto, Liberty, Chambers, Galveston, Jefferson, Orange, Tyler, Hardin, Jasper, and Newton.  

View the re-entry schedule map at www.dot.state.tx.us
The Trinity River Bridge on U.S. 59, about half-way between Houston and Lufkin, is closed as a precaution while water is being released from Lake Livingston due to damage to the lake’s dam from Hurricane Rita.  While the bridge is closed, southbound traffic on U.S. 59 will be detoured to Huntsville on U.S. 190 where they will connect to I-45 to Houston.  Northbound traffic will be detoured around the bridge to the west using S.H. 150, SH 156 and U.S. 190 to rejoin U.S. 59 in Livingston.
A traffic switch on I-45 in Navarro County south of Dallas was completed Saturday night providing motorists access to two southbound lanes at a construction site where traffic had been reduced to one lane.  The change was made to benefit hurricane evacuees heading back to the Texas Gulf Coast region.  Northbound traffic is now restricted to one lane.
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For more information, call the TxDOT Public Information Office, (512) 463-8588.

