Taylor O’Connor, L.D. Bell HS, Hurst

The first CYAC meeting was incredibly knowledgeable for me.  I really enjoyed listening to the panel and hearing, not only their opinions, but also their incredible knowledge for the community and the needs of their constituents.  Congressman Burgess immediately drew me in with his relation to the citizens with his previous medical experience.  I loved how he pointed out several times that the closer the official is to the district the better the decisions he makes and the more direct the impacts are.  I really enjoyed the Congressman’s recollections of his visits to Iraq and Ramadi, and how the politicians there brought on a political shit by bringing services to the citizens and taking responsibility for their community.  Next, Kelly Hancock started off by saying that his most important role was that of a good husband and father; this really impressed me to see that politicians are very interested in their family and have a hard time spending so much time away from them.  He also pointed out that you are elected for who you were, not who you’ve become, and strongly expressed that in his office there is “not I, Me or My everything we do is a we”.  Judge Whitley caught my interest in saying that he was on the HEB school board, because my school is in fact part of HEB ISD.  My favorite thing about Whitley is that he continuously pointed out that you need to have a dialogue that challenges others way of thinking, but at the same time have consideration for other’s ideas.  He also pointed out that anything that comes at you in life you can overcome if you are willing.  I loved that Gary Hallowell spoke of the fact that his county is one of the only ones with a county library and a county ambulance; I know that this sets Cooke County apart from every other county in the state, not to mention the small size and the huge difference in budget and tax rate compared to Denton County.  I really enjoyed hearing everyone’s opinions and ideas, and I am so excited to be a part of this amazing group and I know that I will learn so much from future meetings and the amazing people involved.

