
The Congressional Youth Advisory Council, organized by Congressman Burgess, held its first meeting on October 27, 2007, at the North Richland Hills City Hall.  Present were United States Congressman Dr. Michael C. Burgess, Texas Representative Kelly Hancock, Tarrant County Judge B.Glen Whitley, Denton County Commissioner Bobbie Mitchell, Cooke County Commissioner Gary Hollowell, the Mayor of the City of North Richland Hills, Oscar Trevino, and students serving as school representatives. 

Dr. Burgess spoke about the House of Representatives. He told how Congress affects community life; cities closest to the home of a Congressman are affected more than others. District officers, such as a mayor, do district labor, but they also go to their Representative for help. The Constitution provides for local issues concerning the people to be addressed by the House of Representatives because they have the closest relationship to the people. This relationship is important because the representative's main responsibility is to protect both the people and the Constitution.

Representative Hancock discussed how the state government interacts with local government in providing funds for roads and other essentials.  He, answering a question, said that his most important role was to be a good father and husband. He reads Scripture in order to handle the stress.


Hon. Whitley spoke of how the elected officials of the county government carry out the laws in rural areas. The unincorporated areas also need the same things as the cities, such as fire protection and road maintenance. Four commissioners and a county judge govern over a county no matter the population.

Hon. Mitchell is a county commissioner, and her district includes Highland Village and parts of Flower Mound and Lewisville. "The thing about county Government is that it is your local government," she said at the meeting.  It is responsible for the Criminal Justice system, buildings, and city roads. Being a commissioner is a full-time job, and her job is to take care of the citizens. While she was speaking a question arose about the right to freedom of speech being taken away from students. Her answer was that we have not lost freedom of speech. We are governed by a set of rules, and we need to be responsible and ask ourselves "How should we act and what should we say?" 

Hon. Hollowell talked about rural areas compare to urban areas. He said he definitely has a full-time job that requires servanthood.  He also said that if you come across people who disagree with you, just be a good listener and try to understand their problems and where they are coming from.  


Mr. Trevino really cares about youth; he strictly enforces teen curfew as a matter of safety for everyone. His job as mayor includes approving things such as where buildings are located and how many pumps a gas station may have. He talks to his county and state superiors and tells them what works and what the needs are in the community, and they work together to help the citizens. 
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