Rachel Synan, Coram Deo Academy 10.27 Meeting Recap

Early on a Saturday morning, the conversation is still a low hum, as people in business suits sip coffee and exchange greetings. No, this is not a meeting for corporate level workers who are compelled to be here. This is a meeting of ordinary high school students, and each of them came voluntarily. Such is the wonder of the Congressional Youth Advisory Council, a unit of students organized to raise higher governmental awareness among today’s youth and to become involved in politics themselves. This particular council is hosted by Congressman Michael Burgess.

In this year’s first meeting on October 27, a variety of county, state, and federal level officials spoke on the topic of intergovernmental relations. Congressman Michael Burgess, State Representative Kelly Hancock, Tarrant County Judge Glen Whitley, Denton County Commissioner Bobbie Mitchell, Cooke County Commissioner Gary Hollowell and North Richland Hills Mayor Oscar Trevino each stepped to the podium; every student was captivated by their descriptions of their respective duties and how they related to one another as members of different divisions of our government.

One common theme, as the speakers moved from prepared speeches to an open question session, was the nature of public service. Although almost all have a part- or full-time job in addition to their political offices, each stressed the rewarding aspect of their position. The career they have chosen demands much of them as they continually give to their community, but the intangible gains are satisfying.

Health care, constables, roads and bridges, criminal justice, jury services, and regular elections are only a few of the areas these officials are responsible for. As the meeting ended, the entire room of students rose to their feet in a final ovation to these heroes of our community. Rather than being astonished that we teenagers were coherent so early in the morning, we were awed and grateful that these fine people took time out of their busy schedule to explain their responsibilities to us so that we can raise political awareness in the world around us. 

