Phillip Escarsega

   On October 27, 2007, the first meeting of the Congressional Youth Advisory Council (CYAC) occurred. The meeting started with an introduction to the Congressional Youth Advisory Council, which mentioned some of the events that were upcoming and explained why they were scheduled at those times and dates. U.S. Congressman Michel C. Burgess then explained about the role of a federal elected official and what they have to do to stay in that office. He would fly to Washington on Mondays, and hopefully, by the end of the week fly back to Texas to attend to his other responsibilities. Kelly Hancock, representative of the Texas House District 91, spoke next on the role and responsibilities of state elected officials. Judge Glen Whitley (Tarrant County), Commissioner Bobbie Mitchell (Denton County), and Commissioner Gary Howell (Cook County) then spoke about the roles of county elected officials and what they had to do for each of their counties. They talked about some of their responsibilities, such as trying to stay informed of road conditions and other duties. Around 9:45, we took a group photo of all the attendees and the elected officials. At 9:55 the meeting started again, and Oscar Trevino, Mayor of North Richland Hills, discussed the role of municipal elected officials. Near the ending of the meeting, there was a session of question and answers in which some interesting questions were answered.  One of the questions was how does one arrive in a government position. The answer given by Whitley was to participate in public services, and Senator Burgess then added to consider serving the military in addition to public service. After a couple questions, we were reminded of the next events for the CYAC.

