
On October 27th I had the privilege of listening to several political leaders speak about intergovernmental relations at a Congressional Youth Advisory Council meeting. Among these leaders were Congressman Michael Burgess, Rep. Kelly Hancock, Judge Glen Whitley, Commissioners Bobbie Mitchell and Gary Hollowell, and our very own Mayor Oscar Trevino. At this meeting I learned how these officials work together and was completely shocked to also learn that they did not meet the stereotype of a politician.


Beginning the meeting, Dr. Michael Burgess explained that as a member of the House of Representatives his jobs include but are not limited to: bringing up impeachment, originating and raising taxes, establishing and maintaining post offices, and supporting and maintaining the military. He also stated that as a member of his district, district 26, the easiest way to get something done is through him, our “closest contact to the government”. Rep. Kelly Hancock claimed that as a state representative he always has to keep in contact with Burgess to make sure they are working together for the benefit of Texas. He also stated that he refrains from using “I” or “me”, but instead uses “we” to also benefit our state. Judge Whitley explained that as the Tarrant County Judge he has to deal with the courts, jails, juvenile system, and healthcare. He also explained that his most important job is to serve the citizens the way they intended. Denton County Commissioner Mitchell and Cooke County Commissioner Hollowell said that they are responsible for jails, constables, criminal justice system, jury services, medical examiners, auditors, veteran services, county library, and ambulance services. They were in agreement that their job is to make sure their citizens reap from the government.  Lastly, Oscar Trevino listed his main duties are dealing with police, fire rescue, water and sewer, speed limits, trash collection, grass height, and teen curfew. His goal is to increase the quality of life for his citizens. Trevino also summed up intergovernmental relations by stressing the importance of these officials working together so they don’t counter each other in the newspapers and cause confusion and disappointment of their electors.


Coming into this meeting I was under the impression that all politicians were in it for the money and were heartless. However, at this meeting I learned just how wrong that stereotype is. Kelly Hancock sincerely expressed the importance of his family and religion by saying his number one job was to be a good husband and father. He also proclaimed that he could never do his job without Scripture. Hancock also explained, much to my surprise, that after taxes he only received about 200 dollars for his job as representative. While this might be an exaggeration, it does more clearly portray that these leaders are not all millionaires. Also, Commissioner Bobbie Mitchell showed the importance of her morals when she said, “ ‘When I go home at night and take my makeup off, if I can look myself in the eye and be proud of the decisions I’ve made I can sleep at night’”. Dr. Burgess also demonstrated that politicians are not robots with his canny sense of humor. 


I received a clearer understanding of governmental relations by going to this meeting that I would not have received anywhere else. However, the most important thing I learned was that these leaders are normal human beings who truly want the best for their citizens and am willing to argue against anyone who believes that all politicians follow their stereotype.

