Congressional Youth Advisory Council (CYAC)
10/27/2007 Meeting Report

This weekend, I attended the first meeting of the 2007-2008 Congressional Youth Advisory Council. I was nominated to serve on the council by my school. The goal of this council is to provide students with greater insight and perspective on the issues that directly affect them and to focus on educating students and young people about their government and policies. 

The meeting was divided as follows:

9:00- 9:05 AM-Introduction to CYAC

As mentioned above, CYAC is a program which explores the roles of citizens, lawmakers, and institutions and their impact on democracy. 
9:05- 9:15 AM- U.S Congressman Michael Burgess

Congressman Michael Burgess has resided over Texas’s 26th congressional district since 2002.  However, before serving as a congressman, Burgess worked as a physician of Obstetrics and Gynecology in Lewisville. He received his M.D. from the University of Texas Medical School in Houston and later returned to North Texas to complete his residency program at Parkland Hospital. 


When Congressman Burgess was elected in 2002, he served on the House’s Transportation Committee during his first term. Re-elected again in 2004 and 2006, Burgess served on the House’s Energy and Commerce’s Committee. The Energy and Commerce Committee is responsible for issues concerning public health, air quality, environmental health, consumer protection, and food and drug safety.

9:15- 9:25 AM- State Representative Kelly Hancock

Kelly Hancock serves as State Representative of the Texas House District 91. Hancock plays a huge role in his society through his involvement in various civic and religious organizations. He spent 13 years working with various aspects of the education industry. This educational experience at the local level resulted in Hancock eventually filling a seat at the state capitol.
9:25- 9:45 AM- Judge Glen Whitley

Glen Whitley resides as a judge over Tarrant County. 
9:45- 9:55 AM- CYAC Group Photo with elected officials

9:55- 10:15 AM- Mayor Oscar Trevino, City of North Richland Hills


Oscar Trevino was elected as mayor of North Richland Hills in 2002 and was re-elected in 2004 and 2006. Oscar graduated from Texas A&M University with a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering. Oscar also serves as president and part-time owner of J.L. Steel, L. P, a Heavy- Highway contractor. 
10:15- 10:45 AM- Intergovernmental Panel Q and A

Questions were given to panelists by students. Some questions included panelist’s views on their faith/ religion, governmental policy, their educational background, and accomplishments and achievements during their terms. 
