Congressional Youth Advisory Council Meeting 

With U.S. Congressman Michael C. Burgess, M.D.


The First Congressional Youth Advisory Council meeting was an event that was quite exhilarating.  Many high governmental officials participated in a discussion about intergovernmental relations and the duties they performed for the community at each of their own levels.  The board consisted of seven officials; however, the Honorable Sue Tejmal did not attend for reasons unknown.


The first person to speak was the main government official Michael C. Burgess. He talked about intergovernmental relations and his duties as a U.S. Congressman.  His goal in government is to help improve the health care system; this of course due to the fact he was a medical doctor, Obstetrics and Gynecology, before he became a Congressman.  The Honorable Michael Burgess also moves for a greater homeland security and reforming America to make it more energy efficient.  

The next speaker was the Honorable Kelly Hancock, Texas Representative, who talked about how his home life co-existed with his work life.  He believes that important role he has is to be a good husband and father.  His focus on working was purely for the betterment of the government claiming that his end paycheck consisted of a total of one-hundred and two dollars after taxes and insurance.


The third governmental speaker was a man by the name of Glen Whitley, the Honorable Glen Whitley - the Tarrant County Judge.  His work in the government consists of projects for the community; jobs including the construction of clinics and other such resources.  The description he gave himself was that he was a “hands on” guy.  He has been working as the Tarrant County Judge since January and his area of influence is unincorporated, meaning area that is not in the city.


The Denton County Commissioner was the next speaker, and she is the Honorable Bobbie Mitchell.  She worked in the local government and she is responsible for courts, her work as the justice of the peace.  Her job finds her often fixing the problems of the county government.  Her job also takes her to the viewing of autopsies. 


The Honorable Gary Hallowell – Commissioner of Cooke County – performs jobs like the actual government but in a more intimate fashion.  His area of business is experiencing a population growth and is evolving from a place with only a county library, and county ambulance.


The last person to speak was the Honorable Oscar Trevino, the Mayor of North Richland Hills (the place the meeting took place).  He handles the departments of the police, the firemen, hospitals, and issues like road work.


This Meeting was a very influential one and I am glad I attended it.  I learned many things about the inner workings of the government and the actual duties that the governmental officials perform.  I also learned that the people in the government were real people too with families and feelings like any other person, and they are only human, just like you or I.  
