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CYAC Meeting Recap


On Saturday, October 27, 2007, there was a Congressional Youth Advisory Council (CYAC) held at North Richland Hills City Hall where the topic of discussion was intergovernmental relations. We were graced with the presence of U.S. Congressman Michael C. Burgess, Representative Kelly Hancock, Tarrent County Judge Glen Whitley, Denton County Commissioner Bobbi Mitchell, Cooke County Commissioner Gary Hollowell, and Mayor of the City of North Richland Hills Oscar Trevino. 


The meeting started off with an introduction of CYAC. U.S. Congressman Burgess marched up to the podium and began his explanation of the role of a federal elected official. He explained the roles of all federal elected officials and how important their jobs are. Congressman Burgess clarified that all elected officials must keep in touch, from senators to congressman, all the way through mayors. Congressman Burgess represents the 26th District of Texas. Each district in Texas has the same number of people.


Kelly Hancock talked about the role of a state elected official. He talked about how he spends 140 days a year in Austin and also how he must listen to everybody’s needs.  Like Congressman Burgess, he also clarified further that all officials must stay in contact with each other.


Judge Glen Whitley, Commissioner Bobbi Mitchell, and Commissioner Gary Hollowell are all county elected officials. They each explained the role of county elected officials. Judge Whitley discussed how he must serve the citizens as intended, as well as all other elected officials. Commissioner Mitchell talked about how the municipal is one happy family and how the county government is established by the legislature. Commissioner Hollowell clarified that all the elected officials view their jobs as a full time jobs, but in fact they are part time jobs. All of the officials place priority on their elected jobs over their part time jobs. 


Mayor Oscar Trevino of the City of North Richland Hills talked about the role of municipal elected officials. He talked about how he handled the police, fire department, roads, sewers, and everything in between as the Mayor of the City of North Richland Hills. He also discussed the quality of life and his job. He believed that you must have a pure quality of life because everything you do in your life could be reflected against your role as an elected official.


I believe that the first Congressional Youth Advisory Council meeting of this year was a very successful one because of everything I learned about all the elected officials and how they all must work together to get needs and goals finished and completed. All the officials explained intergovernmental relations very thoroughly and clearly. Each official had a life lesson to talk about. These ranged from having faith to staying positive, to working in harmony to knowing that a common ground always exists.

