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On October 27, this year’s Congressional Youth Advisory Council, of which I am proud to be a member, met for the first time in North Richland Hills. The Council is an outreach of the U.S. House of Representatives geared towards the involvement of youth in politics in the district of the Honorable Michael Burgess. Members of the Council are nominated by schools located in the twenty- sixth district. This meeting provided an overview of different types of government.
 

The morning began with an introduction from Dr. Burgess. He talked about the rewards of public service and emphasized his personal experience of being a former doctor. As our representative to Washington D.C., it was quite an honor to hear his commitment to youth. I was very appreciative of and impressed by his attention to future, although not current, members of the voting population. He mentioned how sitting on a seat in Congress has really changed his perspective on the Constitution, because all members swear to uphold it; and this action caused him to view himself as a servant of our district. He closed by explaining the many functions of our House of Representatives.
 

Next, the Honorable Kelly Hancock, our state representative, spoke. I liked that he began by asking us what we wanted him to address. I asked him what he considered to be his most important role, and was surprised and impressed by his answer- that he believes his most important role to be that of a good husband and father. This is a good example of his great commitment to family, a principle that flowed throughout his speech. 
 

The Honorable Judge Glen Whitley of Tarrant County addressed us. I learned about the commissioner’s court and how the law is carried out in our county. He said that one should not condemn someone for what they think, but listen to them. In this way, discussion is effective in creating change. He followed up on the theme of public service, saying, “Public service isn’t about getting rich, it’s about changing lives.” The Honorable Bobbie Mitchell, Denton County Commissioner, and the Honorable Gary Hollowell, Cooke County Commissioner, followed him. They presented county government in very unique ways, outlining the differences between a rural and a heavily populated County and the individual needs of each. I learned that they have very administrative roles, in which good leadership; commitment, organization, and communication are essential.
 

The Mayor of North Richland Hills, Oscar Trevino, was the final speaker, and then a panel discussion of questions and answers was held. Listening to the questions and the responses given was very interesting and enlightening, as topics such as faith, border protection, and personal experiences were discussed. We closed with a short review of our schedule for the upcoming year.
