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In its second year of operation, the Congressional Youth Advisory Council (CYAC) founded by Congressman Michael Burgess, held its first meeting on Saturday, October 27th, with a discussion of “Intergovernmental Relations”.  The CYAC has proved to be an excellent tool in which to educate the public on the major issues facing Congress today.  The CYAC is made up of Junior and Senior High students from across the 26th District of Texas.  Congressman Burgess led the meeting with State Representative Kelly Hancock, Tarrant County Judge Glen Whitley, Denton County Commissioner Bobbie Mitchell, Cooke County Commissioner Gary Hollowell and North Richland Hills Mayor Oscar Trevino
The meeting, held at the North Richland Hills City Hall, started out with an introduction to the CYAC by Robin Vaughan, the District Administrator for Burgess.  We were then addressed by Congressman Burgess, who began by emphasizing how important it is for a Congressman to stay “grounded at home” while effectively representing our local needs to Washington.  Burgess then talked about other responsibilities that a Congressman has including 1) to protect the Constitution, 2) to uphold laws, and 3) in some cases to protect the people from the Federal Government itself.  He concluded with how seriously he takes the “role of the servant”.  Burgess emphasized how he realizes that he is in Congress to serve the people of the 26th District of Texas and to make sure our voices are heard in Washington.
We were then introduced to the other guest speakers representing a variety of governmental offices and positions.  Representative Hancock emphasized family above all else and how his job is to make sure that the city officials are on the same page with the Congressman.  Judge Whitley pointed out how the elected officials in a county are hands-on in the sense that they don’t just set the laws but are responsible for seeing that the laws are carried out.  In addition he emphasized how extremely important it is to know who your County Commissioners are because with just one of their votes millions of dollars can be spent on a given project.
Next to speak, Commissioner Mitchell discussed the different jobs a Commissioner has and that with all these jobs her main goal is to ensure that her door is always open to hear the people’s needs.  Commissioner Hollowell discussed how smaller cities do everything bigger cities do just with more intimacy and that one of the downfalls to having a smaller population is the higher tax burden per person and that the worst thing he sees in politics is apathy, specifically he cited how less than 20-30% of the population actually vote.  Finally we heard from Mayor Trevino who shared on all the responsibilities a mayor has.  Not only is the Mayor responsible for overseeing all things in a city, but also ensuring that the city runs smoothly.
Following an informative panel discussion, Burgess left the CYAC with one final piece of advice.  He highly recommends anyone hoping to serve our country in a government position should first serve our country in the military.  He has a high respect for those who serve and have served in the military.  This first meeting of the CYAC effectively communicated to all in attendance that intergovernmental relations are key to the success of our country; to ensure the local voice is heard and that the national government meets those needs.
