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I am opposed to an immigration amnesty for those that break the law.  The blanket amnesty that went into effect in 1986 only promoted more illegal immigration into this country.  Today, with nearly 8-10 million illegal aliens in the United States, the need to improve enforcement of our immigration laws and support provisions that make the legal immigration process viable has reached a critical juncture.  

Several proposals that attempt to deal with the immigration crisis in the U.S are currently before Congress--they are proposed by congressmen and senators from across the political spectrum and range from amnesty-like proposals to complete immigration moratoriums.  
On January 7, 2004, President Bush proposed a guest worker program that would allow illegal aliens already in the U.S. to obtain legal status if employed in a job that the employer could not fill with an American worker.  Under the proposal, this legal guest worker status would expire after three years.  At the end of the three-year period, these temporary workers must return home or apply for a green card under existing law. 

I believe that President Bush has good intentions by bringing this proposal forward.  He is to be commended for bringing the immigration issue to the forefront of issues facing our country. I believe, however, that it falls short of achieving the goals of protecting our borders, ensuring the integrity of legal immigration, protecting American jobs, and bestowing the appropriate value on U.S. citizenship.  
While not a blanket amnesty, like the amnesty granted in 1986, President Bush's guest worker program ultimately rewards those immigrants who are here illegally.  This policy sends the wrong message to American citizens about the value and obligations of U.S. citizenship.  It signals to millions of foreigners legally maneuvering their way, through the current American immigration bureaucracy, that American law is devoid of force or meaning.  
I am committed to reducing illegal immigration into our country.  I support more limited and verifiable forms of immigration.  Throughout our history, immigrants have made important scientific, cultural and political contributions to the United States.  I believe immigration policy must ensure that the contributions of law-abiding individuals are not eclipsed by the negative impact that illegal immigration can have on our country.  I will work with President Bush and the Congress to ensure that border enforcement is increased, immigration laws are enforced, and that employers hiring illegal aliens face much more stringent sanctions.  

