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Thank you Mr. Chairman, and thank you for holding this important hearing.  

In the post 9-11 world that we live in today, our national security has become the most crucial issue facing our nation.  We must do everything within our power to ensure that we do not become victims of terrorism again.  This includes protecting us on all fronts, especially from biological warfare and ensuring that our labs do not wind up as battlegrounds.  In recent years the United States has been faced with national disasters, Hurricane Katrina, and even the threat of the bird flu, and we must have guidelines in place, on the streets and in the labs, to ensure that these types of situations do not foster the environment that could be ripe for some sort of biological attack.  
The truth is, the federal government only regulates a specific list of “select agents” but this list does not seem to be updated and does not include some of the most deadliest and contagious pathogens, including SARS.  Mr. Chairman, I can’t help but wonder, are we doing enough to ensure that this list is updated, to ensure that our scientists and private citizens are protected?  I know this is supposed to be the first in a series of hearings on this issue, and I ask that we specifically look into whether or not this list is updated in the most timely fashion.
Our committee has a very important responsibility to the American public, and over the years I’m proud of the active and aggressive oversight we have had regarding many of our labs.  As terrorist become more and more sophisticated, and global activities seem to make the world a smaller and smaller place, we must continue to implement and maintain comprehensive measures to secure our safety.  

Today’s hearing further brings light to a serious and ongoing trend at numerous laboratories in this country. When labs do not take adequate care and caution, they literally put some of the brightest minds in this country at danger. Part of the responsibility falls upon the federal government shoulders due to the ambiguity regarding the regulations and guidelines that labs must follow.  
We, members of this committee, have a duty and responsibility to the scientists of this country to resolve any ambiguities that currently exist with regards to the federal regulation and safety of all Biosafety laboratories.  The sad reality is that while the security breaches that have been recently documented in the newspapers, while serious, ultimately could have proven deadly if circumstances had been different.  
With that said, I would like to welcome the President of one of the premier research universities in the United States, which just happens to also be located in the Great State of Texas, Texas A&M President, Dr. Ed Davis.  A&M has produced some great minds, including our Ranking Member, Joe Barton.  Unfortunately, recently it has also produced some controversial headlines, and I’m not just talking about the Aggies’ football team record.  
Dr. Davis, I do thank you for being here today to discuss exactly what happened at your lab.  Hopefully, you can also give us some guidance on what the federal government needs to do to resolve the ambiguities that currently exist regarding the safety of Bio-safety labs.
I would also like to briefly mention the issue of training, or better said, the lack of training, of laboratory personnel.  From my understanding, a formal training program does not exist at many high-containment laboratories.  However, I’m aware that another stellar university in my homestate, the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, is responding to this need and is developing a formal training center for laboratory personnel.  UTMB will hopefully receive federal dollars through the DOD appropriations bill for this important program.  
I look forward to discussing the need for such a program with the Center for Disease Control and the National Institute of Health.
Again, Mr. Chairman, I thank you for this important hearing, and I yield back the balance of my time.
