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Our Lowly Government

The Congressional Youth Advisory Council meeting on Saturday October 27, 2007 gave me an entirely new perspective on local government.  The meeting was geared towards “Intergovernmental Relations.”  Those in attendance were The Honorable Michael C. Burgess (U.S. Congress, District 26), The Honorable Kelly Hancock (Texas State Representative), The Honorable Glen Whitley (Tarrant County Judge), The Honorable Bobbie Mitchell (Denton County Commissioner), The Honorable Gary Hollowell (Cooke County Commissioner), and The Honorable Oscar Trevino (North Richland Hills Mayor).  There were two overarching themes that presented themselves: service and cooperation.

Every single official that stood at the podium emphasized service in their own way.  Service is the whole premise of representation.  Representative Hancock stated that in order to properly fulfill any position in government you must think in a “we” not “I” fashion.  Judge Whitley said that local government is the front door to citizen service.  That means that local government exists so that they can benefit us, the citizenship.  Our local government has a much greater influence on our lives than we may imagine.  They take care of matters such as clinics, homeless shelters, hospitals, courts, jails, juvenile justice, healthcare, transportation, criminal justice, veteran services, building projects, road projects, and the list goes on.  Many of the things that we take for granted, they spend portions of their lives working on.  And what do they get for it?  Representative Hancock earns $182.46 per year.  Most of us spend more on gas in two weeks.  Mayor Trevino said that “public service has great rewards”; none of them are monetary.


The other major facet of local government work is cooperation.  One student attendee asked, “How do you keep relations with people that have different opinions than you?”  The officials’ answers made it clear that they have this down to an artful science.  They emphasized respect for their comrades and open mindedness.  Judge Whitley asserted that they cannot demonize someone for their opinion.  The officials mentioned that they must give everyone equal say, and as Mayor Trevino said so eloquently, the cream will rise to the top.  There is more to cooperation than just respect and equal say.  Each position fulfills a different job.  Mayor Trevino must deal with logistical and administrative duties, while Judge Whitley needs to have a hands-on approach to setting and carrying out policy.   Each official needs the other to fulfill their job in order to complete their own.  Government is teamwork and each player must do his part.

So what?  Why do we care?  Well, as Mayor Trevino said, local government is where “the rubber meets the road.”  They serve you as a team in order to accomplish one goal: increase your quality of life.  Local government is not only where the policies that affect your lifestyle are made. It is where tiny decisions have massive impacts on society.  We should all have an enduring respect for the officials that we elect.  They give their energy and their time for our American dream, and they ask little in return.  As for me, my respect for ‘public servants’ has grown immensely.
