City of Fort Worth - Shelters for Hurricane Rita evacuees

(Fort Worth, Texas) ... Fort Worth will join other Texas cities in

providing shelter space as needed to support Hurricane Rita operations. 

Space for a total of 1,700 Rita evacuees is currently available

throughout Tarrant County. Three of these shelters are located in Fort

Worth. However, due to the ongoing activities to shelter Katrina

survivors, the Fort Worth shelters will only be activated if shelters in

other cities reach capacity. 

The following shelters will be available for Rita evacuees in Fort

Worth: 

* Riverside Community Center, 3700 E. Belknap St.

* Southwest Community Center, 6300 Welch Ave. 

* Diamond Hill Community Center, 1701 NE 37th St. 

Once Tarrant County shelters reach capacity, travelers will be notified

via Texas Department of Transportation highway signs.

Fort Worth officials are initiating emergency procedures to prepare for

any severe weather associated with Hurricane Rita. City workers are

preparing low-lying, flood prone areas by staging barricades and sand

bags.

Preparedness for residents:

Prepare now by making a family emergency plan: 

* Know what to do if family members are not together during inclement

weather. Also, know how to stay in contact if separated. Keep in mind

that phones may not work during a large-scale emergency. Also, have a

meeting place if you do get separated. 

* Pick a safe place in your home or apartment where family members can

gather during severe weather. This should be a place where there are no

windows, skylights or glass doors.

* Have emergency supplies ready to go, in case you need to leave

quickly. This should include water, food, clothes and medical and other

supplies.

* Don't forget to think about your pets. 

* Make sure your car's gas tank is filled, just in case you have to

leave quickly.

If severe weather is imminent:

* Prepare for electrical outages. Make sure you have a battery-operated

radio and flashlight. Have a cooler of ice on hand to chill food. 

* Listen for official instructions through the media.

* Shut windows securely and brace outside doors. 

* If you are caught outdoors and hear the emergency sirens, take shelter

in a substantial, permanent structure. Avoid trees.

* If you are driving in heavy rain, pull over safely and turn on the

emergency flashers until it is safe to continue. Do not stop under

highway underpasses. Never attempt to drive through flooded areas.

* Seek shelter immediately. 

* Don't use charcoal to cook indoors and don't use portable generators

indoors.

* Be extremely careful with candles, they should be used only as a last

resort. Never leave candles unattended.
