Adelia Mohan


I am a returning member on Congressman Burgess’ Youth Advisory Council [CYAC]. The one thing I have over everyone, save one person, is that I have an accurate measure of the program’s progress. Looking back on last year, I honestly wouldn’t have expected our November meeting to turn out as it did. The previous meetings were long and tedious, with more time spent on the hosting campuses than the actual issues. However, the November meeting was extremely engaging and the topic of choice was the forefront. 

Congressman Burgess was the primary, as well as opening, speaker. He provided insight on the true inner workings of the relationship between state and federal level authority. Although he works at a federal level, Congressman Burgess represents us to the best of his abilities. At one point he was remarked that, “I work in Washington, but Texas is my home.” Speaking from a constituent stand point, I can say with full conviction that he is the kind of representative we need. He sincerely takes our interests and needs to heart.

The line up of speakers proceeded in the following order: State House Representative Kelly Hancock, Tarrant County Judge B. Glen Whitley, Denton County Commissioner Bobbie Mitchell, Cooke County Commissioner Gary Hollowell, and North Richland Hills Mayor Oscar Trevino. Each of these speakers were impacting in their own way and certainly held our attention. However, I felt that the one who was most in tune with my ideologies was Tarrant County Judge, B. Glen Whitley. His resume speaks volumes all on its own, but one cannot receive a true account of Mr. Whitley without ever hearing him speak. He seems to be the most open minded of the group, and that might be what held my attention the most. Throughout the meeting, he continuously emphasized that in order to truly fight for what you believe in, you first have to listen and put yourself in the opposition’s shoes. There is no better way to be a politician without voluntarily knowing every side of the story.

Overall, I felt that the meeting was very informative and clearly portrayed the intimacies of intergovernmental relations.

