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The United States has a government that is very three-dimensional. There are many different components or parts that all work together to see the same goal accomplished. Government officials from the Federal, State, County, and City levels shared some of their insight as to how members, levels, and branches of government work together to accomplish the same objective. 

Michael C. Burgess, who represents District 26 in the House of Representatives, explained some of the duties of the House and shed some light on how he represents his district in Congress. The Congressman lives in Lewisville, but has to fly out every Monday to go to Washington D.C. for the week until Friday when he returns to his Texas home. When making decisions, he keeps the people in his district in mind and holds on to his Texas values.  He has to be elected every two years by the people of his district. Every house member represents the same amount of people and a member of the House is the closest Federal Representative in contact with the people.

Kelley Hancock is a State Representative. He explained that he spends 140 days in Austin every year and that the State Representatives make it a priority to stay in contact between city and county officials. “Being a State Representative is a part time, job,” Hancock said. “And if you look at my salary, you could certainly see that I get paid like it is part-time.” Kelley stressed that it is not about the money, it’s about representing the people of your state well.

Glen Whitley, Bobbie Mitchell, and Gary Hallowell informed us about some of the responsibilities and happenings of the County level of government. Glen Whitley (Tarrant County Judge) explained he works full time and doesn’t have to leave his home to work. He explained that he was in charge of public safety and that all of County government is primarily based on doing public service. 

Gary Hallowell (Cooke County Commissioner) stresses the importance of a county official regarding himself/ herself as a servant of the people.

Bobbie Mitchell (Denton County Commissioner) revealed that government on the county level relies heavily on communication with the state and federal levels of government. “Without Michael and Kelley,” Mitchell said, “We wouldn’t get any county projects done, or started for that matter.”

Mayor Trevino is the Mayor of North Richland Hills. As a part of the city level of Government, he is in charge of the police and fire dept., trash pick up, water, sewer, and curfews for North Richland Hills. Trevino harped on the fact that every level of government has to have the same goal in mind for anything to get accomplished. “Never be afraid to reach out to people who oppose you,” Trevino says, “Because we have got to work in harmony.”

Although the U.S. government has many levels or tiers, they are not completely separate from one another. They work together in constant communication and harmony to accomplish their goals together.  

