Biography for Kathy Golson, Texas Department of Agriculture

Kathy Golson is the Senior Policy Advisor for Food and Nutrition at the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA).  Kathy has been working under Texas Agriculture Commissioner Todd Staples in that role for 2 ½ years.  Prior to TDA, Kathy had over 15 years of experience in state public policy, serving as a legislative director to State Senator David Bernsen, Legislative Aide to State Representative Barry Telford, Policy Analyst to State Comptroller John Sharp, and lobbyist with the Texas Association of School Boards.  Kathy has also worked at the county level on criminal justice and transportation issues.

In her current role as Senior Policy Advisor, Kathy works with state and federal lawmakers on nutrition, food insecurity, and health issues, and serves as an agency liaison with numerous stakeholders and working groups.  Kathy also oversees the Food and Nutrition Policy Unit, which develops state policy guidance related to the 13 federal nutrition programs that the Food and Nutrition Division administers.  These include the National School Lunch Program, the School Breakfast Program, the Summer Nutrition Programs, and the Child and Adult Care Food Program, among others.

Kathy holds a Bachelor of Arts in Government and English from the University of Texas at Austin.  Kathy is a graduate of Leadership Highland Lakes, and currently serves on the Austin ISD School Health Advisory Council.  Kathy’s has also volunteered in her community as a member of the Junior League of Austin, the Hill Country Children’s Advocacy Center, Bluebonnet Methodist Preschool, Domestic Violence Prevention Shelter of Texarkana and Habitat for Humanity.

