DR. LAMAR SMITH

INTERIM PRESIDENT  

TEXAS WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY

Dr. Smith earned his Bachelor of Arts Degree and was awarded an honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree from Texas Wesleyan College, where he once served as chaplain. He earned his Master's degree in Theology from the Perkins School of Theology at SMU. Dr. Smith has an extensive history of service to the Methodist Church and excelled at building membership. He is currently associate minister at First United Methodist Church (UMC) and has also served as director of the First Methodist Foundation. Prior to his retirement in 1997, he served as assistant to the bishop for the Houston Area of the United Methodist Church; superintendent of the Houston North District; senior minister of the First UMC in Conroe, Texas; senior minister of the University UMCs in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and Wichita Falls, Texas; and associate minister during his first years of service with First UMC in Fort Worth. 

Dr. Smith was born in Jasper, Texas, and brought up in Mineola. After serving in the United States Navy, he entered Texas Wesleyan College (now Texas Wesleyan University) and graduated with honors in 1950. While at Wesleyan, he was president of his fraternity and the senior class, and was elected to Who's Who in American Colleges and Universities. He saw the need for a vital Alumni Association and acted on his vision, forming the organization and serving as its first president. 

Dr. Smith has a daughter and two sons by Doris Hudgens Smith of Quanah, Texas, his wife of almost 56 years. After Doris' death, he married Beverly Sone Elbert. 

