Congressional Veteran Commendation

On behalf of a grateful nation and the citizens of the Twenty-Sixth District of Texas, the Congressional Veteran Commendation is hereby awarded to Major Earl L. Russell, III (U.S. Army/Army Reserve, Ret.) for honorable service performed while a member of the Armed Forces of the United States of America and continued beneficial service to his community.

Major Earl Russell’s patriotism, loyalty, and dedication to the United States Military demonstrate the highest quality of service.  He served honorably as an U.S. Army Aviator during the Vietnam War, where his heroism and gallantry earned him numerous military achievements and commendations including the Distinguished Flying Cross for Heroism with One Oak Leaf Cluster, Bronze Star, Air Medal with 19 Oak Leaf Clusters, Army Commendation Medal with One Oak Leaf Cluster, Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Silver Star, and the Vietnam Service Medal.  Major Russell was honorably discharged from active duty April 1974, but continued to serve his country in the Army Reserves through August 1986.  Upon honorable discharge from the Army Reserves, Earl Russell had served his country for 20 years, earning the rank of Major.  He is further distinguished by his devotion and care for his community. His leadership and expertise have been instrumental in developing the Gainesville Municipal Airport.  As an Eagle Scout, Mr. Russell has for many years been committed to the Boy Scouts serving as Scoutmaster and Troop Committee Chairperson and subsequently was awarded the District Award of Merit.  Furthermore, he has contributed positively to Gainesville and North Texas through his tenure as Rotary Club President and Board Service on the North Central Texas Hospital Board of Trustees and 26th Congressional District Academy Advisory Board.  Major Earl L. Russell III embodies the time honored history and patriotic spirit of the United States Army, tirelessly strives to serve his community, and we are forever indebted to him for his selfless service to our nation.
His actions are consistent with the finest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon himself, the State of Texas, and the United States of America.

       
      Signed under my hand this 11th of this November 2008,











    ___________________________________

     Michael C. Burgess, M.D.

    
      
Member of Congress 

       Representing Texas’ 26th District
