Congressional Veteran Commendation

On behalf of a grateful nation and the citizens of the Twenty-Sixth District of Texas, the Congressional Veteran Commendation is hereby awarded to Mr. Donald W. Pettigrew for honorable service performed while a member of the Armed Forces of the United States of America and continued beneficial service to his community.

Mr. Don Pettigrew’s patriotism, loyalty and dedication in the United States military demonstrate to his country and its citizens the highest quality of service. Mr. Pettigrew is a decorated veteran of the United States Marine Corps.  Serving in Vietnam, his heroic actions earned him numerous military awards and commendations including the Purple Heart, and Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal with Combat “V”.   After being honorably discharged on June 29, 1970 as a Sergeant, Mr. Pettigrew returned to his home in North Texas where he continued a life of leadership and service.  Mr. Pettigrew sought to uniquely honor his fellow veterans and American heroes, founding the Medal of Honor Host City Program in Gainesville, Texas.  This program promotes duty, patriotism and service to country by hosting and recognizing Medal of Honor recipients who visit Gainesville.  Furthermore, the annual Medal of Honor Host City Weekend, developed by Mr. Pettigrew, affords residents, and most importantly students, the opportunity to interact and learn from America’s greatest heroes.  Mr. Pettigrew’s leadership and dedication have ensured the success of this program that has been admired and studied by other cities across the nation.  He has also devoted 20 years of his life to working with the citizens of Cooke County as a Probation Officer.  Mr. Don Pettigrew embodies the time honored history and spirit of the United States Marine Corps, tirelessly strives to serve, represent and honor veterans, and we are forever indebted to him for his selfless service to our nation.    
His actions are consistent with the finest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon himself, the State of Texas, and the United States of America.

       
      Signed under my hand this 11th of this November 2008,











    ___________________________________

     Michael C. Burgess, M.D.

    
      
Member of Congress 

       Representing Texas’ 26th District
