Congressional Veteran Commendation

On behalf of a grateful nation and the citizens of the Twenty-Sixth District of Texas, the Congressional Veteran Commendation is hereby awarded to Mr. Mark H. Graunke, Jr. for honorable service performed while a member of the Armed Forces of the United States of America and continued beneficial service to his community.

Mr. Mark Graunke’s patriotism, loyalty, and dedication to the United States demonstrate the highest quality of military service.  Mr. Graunke is a decorated United States Marine Corps veteran, serving heroically in Operation Iraqi Freedom.  As the result of his brave efforts defusing ordnance as an Explosive Ordnance Disposal Technician, he suffered severe injuries including the loss of his right leg, left eye, left hand and thumb and index fingers on his right hand. For his noble wartime actions, he was awarded numerous military awards and commendations including the Purple Heart, Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal with Combat “V”, Combat Action Ribbon, Presidential Unit Citation, and the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal.  Medically retired from active duty in 2004 as a Staff Sergeant, Mr. Graunke continues to serve his country and community with great distinction.  As a featured speaker at local schools, he has taught our children true lessons in courage, heroism, and acceptance.   He determined to continue his support of fellow service members and has become a certified amputee peer visitor by the Amputee Coalition of America.  He has returned to the Bethesda National Naval Medical Center and Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C., where he inspires and leads recovering patients.  Mr. Graunke has continued his record of high achievement as an exemplary scholar at University of North Texas, has earned Dean’s List and President’s List designations for his excellent academic work.  Mr. Mark Graunke embodies the time honored history and patriotic spirit of the United States Marine Corps, and we are forever indebted to him for his selfless service to our nation. 
His actions are consistent with the finest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon himself, the State of Texas, and the United States of America.

       
      Signed under my hand this 11th of this November 2008,











    ___________________________________

     Michael C. Burgess, M.D.

    
      
Member of Congress 

       Representing Texas’ 26th District
