AVIAN FLU Headlines (May 23, 2006 – June 6, 2006)
Rep. Michael C. Burgess, M.D. (TX-26)
Recent avian flu news headlines have brought attention to a family cluster of confirmed H5N1 infections in the Kubu Simbelang Village in North Sumatra, Indonesia.  Further epidemiologic investigation has revealed that the disease is still fairly contained and not transmitted easily from human to human.  Since only relatives of the original case have been infected and other individuals, such as health care workers and neighboring villagers, are not being infected, the World Health Organization pandemic alert phase remains at level 3 (very limited human-to-human transmission).  In other words, it will currently not be raised to WHO pandemic alert phase 4 (increased human-to-human transmission).  
The ongoing outbreaks in poultry and humans undermine the continued need to monitor and control avian influenza internationally.  I have recently discussed the situation with the CDC and our efforts to gather timely and accurate information on avian flu outbreaks.  

Over the past week, I have also met with the USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, toured the NIH National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases on vaccine research, and received updates by the Texas Department of State Health Services.  This has helped me gather the latest information on the federal level and for my own state to ensure that we are taking the necessary steps to prepare for this global health threat.    

Please feel free to forward this email to interested parties or have them reply to this sender to be added to the distribution list.  Should you have questions concerning avian flu, please do not hesitate to contact my office at (202) 225-7772.

Sincerely, 
[image: image1.png]S Gy




Michael C. Burgess, M.D. 
Member of Congress
Scientist urges review of Chinese bird flu measures, Reuters
China needs to improve its efforts to control bird flu, a leading Chinese expert on the disease said, adding to voices anxious about the country's preparedness.  The scientist Liu Xiufan told a conference of prominent Chinese engineers and scientists on Monday that the government should review the effectiveness of measures to control bird flu, the official Xinhua news agency reported on Tuesday. China has reported almost 40 outbreaks of bird flu in poultry across a dozen provinces over the past year, and 12 people are known to have died there of bird flu and six have survived.  Several international authorities have said they are worried that China and other developing countries are unable to effectively track outbreaks of the H5N1 avian flu virus. Earlier that month, China sacked five local officials who ignored reports of suspected bird flu outbreaks in January.

Human Flu Transfers May Exceed Reports, New York Times
In the wake of a cluster of avian flu cases that killed seven members of a rural Indonesian family, it appears likely that there have been many more human-to-human infections than the authorities have previously acknowledged. The numbers are still relatively small, and they do not mean that the virus has mutated to pass easily between people — a change that could touch off a worldwide epidemic. All the clusters of cases have been among relatives or in nurses who were in long, close contact with patients. But the clusters — in Indonesia, Thailand, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Iraq and Vietnam — paint a grimmer picture of the virus's potential to pass from human to human than is normally described by public health officials, who usually say such cases are "rare."

Java earthquake: survivors at risk from avian flu, Reuters
Merlin, the British medical aid charity working in the earthquake zone in Java, has warned of disease risks to survivors taking shelter in chicken sheds.  Dr Yolanda Bayugo, Merlin's health director in Indonesia, raised concerns today with the Ministry of Health and the World Health Organization in Yogyakarta and has asked for more tents to be supplied.  "We are concerned that people using poultry sheds as shelter are at risk from avian flu and salmonella," said Dr Bayugo.  "In Pundong sub-district of Bantul, where about 35,000 people are homeless, we found more than 100 people taking shelter in six large poultry sheds," she continued.

Bird Flu Explodes In Indonesia, NBC News
Efforts to counter bird flu in Indonesia are insufficient, a World Health Organization official said. Dick Thompson said they are trying to fix a "leak in the roof, and there's a storm." The country has averaged a human bird flu death every 2 1/2 days through this month. That rate could soon make Indonesia the world's hardest-hit country. 

Google Earth gives avian flu fight a lift, Reuters
Geographic Information System (GIS) technology is being used to pinpoint the location of commercial poultry flocks, feed mills and processing plants, said Sherrill Davison, professor of avian medicine at the University of Pennsylvania. "Now, we can very quickly, within about an hour, know exactly how many farms are in an [affected] area. Then we can know which farms to send teams to for extra sampling. It may be there is an infected flock but they are out in the middle of nowhere and so the probability of spread to another farm is very minimal."

WHO seeks data on avian flu treatment, Financial Times
Three years after the human H5N1 flu virus outbreak began, the World Health Organisation lacks a comprehensive database of treatment and patient care. Of the 218 confirmed cases of human H5N1 infections since 2003, 124 have died. But the WHO's treatment information comprises only a handful of academic studies based on fewer than a third of all patients. "There is a paucity of this information at the WHO which we are working to correct," said Maria Cheng, a spokeswoman for the WHO. "The information that we have is probably best described as fragmentary." Greater details - on which drugs have been used, how long after the onset of symptoms and to what effect - would provide valuable extra information for doctors assessing how best to treat cases in future.

Firms need to limit legal exposure to the avian flu, Dallas Morning News
If an avian flu pandemic strikes, businesses with inadequate communicable illness policies could face a number of legal concerns. Most developed countries have laws designed to protect employees from physical harm at work. In the United States, employees are protected under the Occupational Safety and Health Act, so if an employee becomes infected at work, the employer may face penalties.

Sole Bird Flu Survivor Shuns Treatment, Washington Post
The patient, Johannes Ginting, is still very weak but seems unconcerned. He even fled the hospital when he first fell ill with the H5N1 virus, and has since resisted treatment, balking at the bird flu drug Tamiflu and other medicine.Lack of public awareness is part of the problem, health experts say, noting that many people in the sprawling countryside have never heard of bird flu. Others, like 25-year-old Ginting, deny it is a problem. At least six of Ginting's relatives from tiny Kubu Simbelang village in North Sumatra have died of the virus. A seventh was buried before samples could be taken, but the World Health Organization considers her part of the cluster _ the largest ever reported.

Toledo Zoo prepares for threat of bird flu, Toledo Blade
Imagine a zoo without birds. If bird flu strikes within 500 miles of Toledo, it will become a reality. 

The Toledo Zoo is formulating plans to move every outdoor bird in its 600-bird collection - guinea fowl, vultures, bald eagles, penguins, and children's zoo chickens, to name a few - indoors and out of the public eye. Bird exhibits will close to the public. Bird keepers will operate under strict biosecurity precautions. And it may not be possible to buy a chicken snack anywhere on zoo grounds. 

WHO Puts Tamiflu Maker on Bird Flu Alert, Forbes.com
The World Health Organization has for the first time asked the maker of the anti-bird flu drug Tamiflu to ready the global stockpile after human-to-human transmission was suspected in a family cluster in Indonesia. But WHO officials stressed Saturday that there was no need to ship the stockpile or take further action.  "We have no intention of shipping that stockpile," said Dick Thompson, WHO spokesman. "We see this as a practice run."

WHO: Avian Flu Rapidly Spreading in Birds Around World, Voice of America News
The U.N. agency says there is greater chance now for the H5N1 virus to move into the human population because of the rapid spread of the virus from infected birds. U.N. Coordinator for Avian and Human Influenza David Nabarro says it is not easy for humans to get infected. But, he warns this virus has the capacity to infect and cause disease in humans. The World Health Organization urges countries to strengthen their early warning systems, build national capacity to cope with a pandemic and strengthen global scientific research in vaccine development.
Knowledge of protein structure may shed light on avian flu virus, Baylor College of Medicine News
By determining the structure of an important protein that is part of the influenza A virus, researchers at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston may have found clues to explain the virus' virulence and also the dangers posed by the current strains of avian flu killing fowl and some people around the world.
Whew? Human-to-Human Spread of Bird Flu in Indonesia Was ‘Highly Inefficient’, CQ Health Beat (subscription only)
A worrisome cluster of bird flu deaths in a family in Indonesia does not signal the arrival of an avian flu pandemic, Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Michael O. Leavitt said Thursday. The cluster meets one of the tests of a pandemic —human-to-human transmission — but not the other, namely a change in the virus that allows efficient human-to-human transmission, he said. “We’re . . . now seeing very limited and highly inefficient transmission between people,” Leavitt told a hearing by the Senate Special Committee on Aging. But the virus itself and its mode of transmission appear unchanged.  “We’re overdue” for a pandemic, Leavitt said at the hearing. “And we’re not as prepared as we need to be.” Officials representing hospitals and public health agencies seconded that thought, saying the federal government needs to increase its preparation funding (see related story, CQ HealthBeat, May 25, 2006).
Cumulative Number of Confirmed Human Cases of Avian Influenza A/(H5N1) Reported to WHO
23 May 2006
	Country

 
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	Total

	
	cases
	deaths
	cases
	deaths
	cases
	deaths
	cases
	deaths
	cases
	deaths

	Azerbaijan
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	8
	5
	8
	5

	Cambodia
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4
	4
	2
	2
	6
	6

	China
	0
	0
	0
	0
	8
	5
	10
	7
	18
	12

	Djibouti
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Egypt
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	14
	6
	14
	6

	Indonesia
	0
	0
	0
	0
	17
	11
	25
	22
	42
	33

	Iraq
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	2
	2
	2

	Thailand
	0
	0
	17
	12
	5
	2
	0
	0
	22
	14

	Turkey
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	12
	4
	12
	4

	Viet Nam
	3
	3
	29
	20
	61
	19
	0
	0
	93
	42

	Total
	3
	3
	46
	32
	95
	41
	74
	48
	218
	124


Total number of cases includes number of deaths.
WHO reports only laboratory-confirmed cases.







