AVIAN FLU Headlines (March 28 – April 18, 2006)
Rep. Michael C. Burgess, M.D. (TX-26)
Over the District Work Period, I have met with several groups and news crews all asking me about avian flu.  There is an underlying concern of what may be coming into our hemisphere in the next six months.  I hope that the following headlines assist you in tracking the progression of H5N1closely.  I have also attached “Dear Colleague” number seventeen, of twenty-one, for you to learn more about the evolution of the virus.  All twenty-one letters are available on my website under Avian Flu.  

Please feel free to forward this email to interested parties or have them reply to this sender to be added to the distribution list.  Should you have questions concerning avian flu, please do not hesitate to contact my office at (202) 225-7772.
Sincerely, 
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Michael C. Burgess, M.D. 
Member of Congress
U.S. Plan For Flu Pandemic Revealed, Washington Post 
President Bush is expected to approve soon a national pandemic influenza response plan that identifies more than 300 specific tasks for federal agencies, including determining which frontline workers should be the first vaccinated and expanding Internet capacity to handle what would probably be a flood of people working from their home computers

Key West reacts to bird flu fears, Chicago Tribune 
Verge [Key West City Commissioner Bill Verge] said he worries about children playing in areas where there is chicken feces and elderly people and others whose immune systems may be weak. In addition, he said the island's main industry, tourism, could be severely damaged if even one chicken dies of the flu. "We're not trying to spread panic about it," Verge said. "Just like the oncoming of a hurricane . . . it's just called preparedness."

Public urged to call about sick or dead fowl in Colorado, Rocky Mountain News
State health and agriculture officials established a telephone hotline Thursday so the public can report sick or dead birds that might be carrying avian flu. Bird flu could eventually reach Colorado in migratory birds or through an illegal shipment of birds smuggled into Denver International Airport, said wildlife veterinarian Laurie Baeten, who is leading the Colorado Division of Wildlife's bird flu surveillance effort.

Doctors Check Role Of Cats In Bird Flu Spread, NBC News
Cats have been known to become infected with the H5N1 virus and lab experiments show they can give it to other cats, although nobody knows whether they can transmit it to people or poultry, the researchers say in Thursday's issue of the journal Nature. The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control, an agency of the European Union, has also recommended keeping cats indoors if they live within about six miles of a verified H5N1 infection in birds.
Avian Flu Modeled on Supercomputer, Explores Vaccine and Isolation Options, Los Alamos National Laboratory 
Using supercomputers to respond to a potential national health emergency, scientists have developed a simulation model that makes stark predictions about the possible future course of an avian influenza pandemic, given today's environment of world-wide connectivity. The research, by a team of scientists from Los Alamos National Laboratory in New Mexico, the University of Washington and the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle, is presented in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Science.
GF&P ready to start tests for avian flu, Associated Press 
Spencer Vaa, a wildlife biologist with state Department of Game, Fish and Parks, said the department and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will team up to collect 1,000 samples. After signing a contract with the U.S. Department of Agriculture in the next few months, Vaa said the state will have one year to collect swab samples from birds digestive tracts. The USDA is funding the work. Vaa said the project is being done regionally in the 10-state Central Flyway, which stretches from North Dakota to Texas and from Montana to New Mexico. Three other flyways will collect samples of their own, he added. South Dakota is considered to be a Level 1 state because so many birds pass through it. Level 2 states will collect 750 samples. Level 3 states will collect 500.
North American nations to coordinate bird flu response, MediaCorp Press
The United States, Canada and Mexico agreed in a statement here to coordinate their response to any outbreak of bird flu in the region. "Given the highly integrated nature of our economies, an outbreak of pathogenic avian flu or human pandemic influenza in any one of our countries would affect us all," read the statement, signed by US President George W. Bush, Mexico's President Vicente Fox and Canada's Prime Minister Stephen Harper at the end of a two-day summit here. The plan calls for trilateral cooperation "in all stages of avian influenza and human pandemic influenza management: prevention; preparedness; response; and recovery".

Egyptian Is Jordan's First Bird-Flu Case (Story provides updates on other countries), Houston Chronicle
Indonesia, which has faced criticism for doing too little to stamp out the virus when it first appeared in poultry stocks, established a national commission this month to prepare for a possible human pandemic. The government has said it can do little more than vaccinate poultry stocks, arguing the internationally recommended policy of slaughtering all chickens and ducks in affected areas would be too costly. It occasionally carries out selective slaughters, but those efforts are seen largely as public relations campaigns. The virus has appeared in birds in 26 of the country's 33 provinces and killed at least 23 people in the last nine months.

Vietnam achieving success against bird flu, Philadelphia Daily News 
In an impressive burst of action, Vietnam, once the epicenter for bird flu, has temporarily stamped out the disease: no people infected since November, and no poultry outbreaks since December.  The poor communist nation says it accomplished this feat by vaccinating millions of chickens and ducks, slaughtering millions more, by being honest with international health officials, and by educating its citizens.  Vaccination is so expensive that "you just can't keep it up," U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization animal health expert Peter Roeder, who has been advising Asian countries on bird flu, said.  Vietnam spent $18.9 million vaccinating 120 million birds last year and plans to immunize 160 million more birds, said Hoang Van Nam, deputy director of the Department of Animal Health. 

Avian flu programs irk farmers, The New York Times
But when a new virus gets into a barn packed with thousands of young chickens that have been genetically selected for their plump breasts rather than their ability to survive in the wild, it leaps from bird to bird, mutating slightly each time, and sometimes morphs into a lethal strain — just as the 1918 Spanish flu was believed to become more deadly as it passed through crowded American military camps during the cold winter of 1917.

Doubt Cast on Stockpile of a Vaccine for Bird Flu , The New York Times
A dose 12 times the amount used in a standard flu shot protected 54 percent of the people in a study being described today in The New England Journal of Medicine. That level of effectiveness is "poor to moderate at best," said Dr. Gregory A. Poland of the Mayo Clinic, who wrote an editorial accompanying the report.
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	Country

 
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	Total

	
	cases
	deaths
	cases
	deaths
	cases
	deaths
	cases
	deaths
	cases
	deaths

	Azerbaijan
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	8
	5
	8
	5

	Cambodia
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4
	4
	2
	2
	6
	6

	China
	0
	0
	0
	0
	8
	5
	8
	6
	16
	11

	Egypt
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4
	2
	4
	2

	Indonesia
	0
	0
	0
	0
	17
	11
	14
	12
	31
	23

	Iraq
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	2
	2
	2

	Thailand
	0
	0
	17
	12
	5
	2
	0
	0
	22
	14

	Turkey
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	12
	4
	12
	4

	Viet Nam
	3
	3
	29
	20
	61
	19
	0
	0
	93
	42

	Total
	3
	3
	46
	32
	95
	41
	50
	33
	194
	109


Total number of cases includes number of deaths.
WHO reports only laboratory-confirmed cases.

 

 






