The first meeting of the Congressional Youth Advisory Council (CYAC) was called to order on October 27, 2007, at the North Richland Hills City Hall by Mrs. Robin Vaughan. The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the importance of intergovernmental relations. Various government officials within our state and local government attended and participated in the discussion

The first speaker, U.S. Congressman Michael Burgess, began the discussion about the “Role of the Federal Elected Official". The first point Congressman Burgess discussed was that the main job of the federal government is to protect the contents of the U.S. Constitution. Any decision that Congress makes is made on the foundation of the Constitution. The second point was that the closer the government official is to the people the greater the impact on your life. Mr. Burgess stated that as the State Representative for Texas, he observes the needs of the people and takes that knowledge to Washington. 

The second speaker was Mr. Kelly Hancock who discussed the “Role of the State Elected Official”. Mr. Hancock considers his family to be an important priority to his success as an elected official. As a family man he works weekdays away from home and comes home on the weekends. With this type of lifestyle it is important that he develops a good relationship with his family.

The next three speakers discussed the “Role of the County Elected Official”. These three speakers included Judge Glen Whitley of Tarrant County, Commissioner Bobbie Mitchell of Denton County, and Commissioner Gary Hollowell of Cooke County. Judge Whitely noted that his main job is to carry out law and policy in his assigned county. Texas has more counties than any other state. For each county there is one Judge and four Commissioners. Three votes are needed to pass laws. Commissioner Mitchell stated that she is responsible for the courts, jails, constables, roads and bridges, criminal justice system, jury services, and veteran services among other things. Commissioner Hollowell expressed some of the same views but he topped off his speech with what he considered the worse part of being in government, which is apathy. When an elected official loses interest or sight of why he is in office, then he can no longer do his job correctly.

Mayor Oscar Trevino of North Richland Hills concluded the presentations with an overview of his role in our government. His role is to oversee police and fire departments and to ensure city codes are enforced such as, trash pick-up, grass height, teen curfews, etc. He emphasized that it is imperative for everyone to work together; for working together is the only way that progress can be made effectively.

After Mayor Trevino, spoke the intergovernmental panel entertained questions from the council. The questions varied from concerns about freedom of speech at school to how religious beliefs affect the decisions made by elected officials. Overall, this meeting was very informative about the roles and responsibilities of government officials.

