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Bridge Inspection Program

Texas leads the nation in the number of bridges.  There are 50,183 bridges on the public highways, roads and streets of Texas (32,962 on the state highway system, 17,221 off the state system). 

This number represents more than 8 percent of the total number of bridges in the nation and is about equal to the total number of bridges in the four states that border Texas. 

All of the bridges on Texas’ public roads are safe. The effects of increased traffic and larger vehicles on the state’s public roadways is significant.  The cumulative effect of oversized vehicles results in millions of dollars in accelerated pavement and bridge damage annually. 

TxDOT has an aggressive bridge inspection program.  We climb over, under, around and inside bridges to make sure they are safe. Inspectors evaluate and rate all the bridges in Texas on all public roads, whether they are maintained by the state, county, or city.

Each structure must be inspected at least every 24 months, with the most critical structures inspected more frequently.

At least once every five years, underwater divers inspect bridge foundations and bridge columns that are below water. 

In fiscal year 2006, TxDOT replaced or rehabilitated 399 on-system bridges and 150 off-system bridges at an approximate cost of $489 million and $50 million respectively.

TxDOT’s goal is to make sure bridges most in need of rehabilitation or replacement are taken care of first. 

Bridge projects are prioritized by scoring them statewide based on average daily traffic, structural condition, ratio of roadway width to the current standard, the federal bridge sufficiency rating and the estimated construction cost per vehicle.  The higher the priority score, the sooner the bridge project is funded for construction.

TxDOT will continue to work to maintain and manage key state resources to ensure that Texas bridges remain safe. 
The 2006 Report on Texas Bridges can be found at: http://www.dot.state.tx.us/publications/bridge.htm
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