H.R. 2220:  Borders-Corridors Summary

CURRENT LAW – TEA-21

The purpose of the National Corridor Planning and Development Program is to provide allocations to States and metropolitan planning organizations for coordinated planning, design, and construction of corridors of national significance, economic growth, and international or interregional trade. 

The purpose of the Coordinated Border Infrastructure Program is to improve the safe movement of people and goods at or across the border between the United States and Canada and the border between the United States and Mexico.  

These two programs are funded from a single source (authorized at $140 million annually).  The program requires the Secretary to establish and publish criteria for selection for all discretionary programs funded from the Highway Trust Fund, and submit lists of projects explaining how the projects were selected.  The eligibility for funds from both programs is limited to States and MPOs. 

SAFETEA – ADMINISTRATION’S PROPOSAL

The bill replaces TEA-21's National Corridor Planning and Development Program with a Multi-State Corridor Planning Program, narrowing eligibility under the new program to multi-state planning studies. A new Border Planning, Operations, and Technology Program would replace TEA-21's Coordinated Border Infrastructure Program, specifying that priority would be given to activities at the northern or southern borders of the United States that improve safety, security, freight movement, operations, or access to rail, marine, or air services.  Unlike TEA-21, the two programs would be funded separately.

H.R. 2220 – BURGESS/EBJ BORDERS AND CORRIDORS BILL

The transportation congestion and mobility challenges of current trade corridors could minimize economic opportunity and investment in the North American international trade corridor if our country’s leaders do not support the development of an efficient, seamless, intermodal trade and transportation system.  With congressional passage of several important trade agreements, the heartland of America enters a new era as a geographic crossroad for international trade. 

TEA-21 has proven to be a workable solution to many problems that plague the high priority corridors and border infrastructure of our nation.  However, the program is over subscribed (some 46 high priority corridors have the ability to apply for funds under this program) and under funded ($700 million over 6 years).  Congressman Burgess and Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson believe the Committee should fund major existing trade corridors to accomplish true transportation corridor benefits that translate into tremendous economic benefits.

With ever-increasing demands on our transportation system for both local mobility and international trade transportation improvements, H.R. 2220 would help better fund our country’s trade corridors to alleviate the overburdensome bottlenecking nationwide. 
On May 22, 2003, Congressman Burgess and Congresswoman Johnson introduced legislation (H.R. 2220) to ease congestion brought on by the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) by reforming the "borders and corridors" program in TEA-21.  Established in 1998 in the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21), this program does not fully address the problems created by the explosion of NAFTA trade traffic, and the funding has often been misdirected to non-border states and corridors lacking international significance.  

H.R. 2220 would give priority consideration to corridors in which traffic has increased since the date of enactment of the North American Free Trade Agreement Implementation and is projected to increase in the future.  The bill would require that funds ($200 million annually for the NAFTA Corridor Planning and Development Program and $200 million annually for the Coordinated Border Infrastructure Program between fiscal years 2004-2009) be expended only on international corridor and border projects.   This bill will help bring the borders and corridors program back to its original purpose - alleviating the gridlock caused by NAFTA traffic.

