[image: image1.jpg]


U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Office of Legislative Affairs

Telephone 202-646-4500      

Fax 202-646-3600


Hurricane Ike
Congressional Advisory #8
September 13, 2008
IKE MAKES LANDFALL - FOCUS ON LIFE SAVING AND LIFE SUSTAINING EFFORTS

· The Department of Homeland Security's Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is working with its federal, state and local partners to respond to the effects of Hurricane Ike.

· As of 3:10 a.m. EDT, Category 2 Hurricane Ike made landfall near Galveston Island, Texas. Ike is moving towards the northwest at near 10 mph. 

· Maximum sustained winds remain near 100 mph with higher gusts. Damaging winds, storm surge and heavy rain are affecting Texas, Louisiana and much of the Gulf Coast.

· Ike will move northward today affecting areas of the Midwest to the Great Lakes.

· Predictions are that on Sunday, moisture from Ike will interact with a stalled front across the southern Plains resulting in heavy, flooding rain across parts of eastern Oklahoma, northern Arkansas and southern Missouri.

Disaster Declaration Status:

· President George W. Bush has issued pre-landfall disaster declarations in Texas and Louisiana that enables federal aid to supplement and support any of the immediate response efforts.  
· Both the States of Louisiana and Texas have request expedited major disaster declarations to include Individual and Public Assistance, as well as Hazard Mitigation Grant Assistance.  

· These requests are under review.
FEMA Operational Status:

Region VI

· The Regional Response Coordination Center is operating at Level I, providing 24/7 coverage with all ESFs in place.

· The National IMAT-East is deployed to San Antonio, Texas. Region VI IMAT is operational at the JFO in Austin, TX. Region V IMAT deployed to Alexandria, LA.

· Region VI priorities today are to ensure the safety of all pre-positioned response teams; provide full support to the State of Texas post-landfall response; provide continuous support for all established shelters; integrate the National IMAT-E Team into the Texas Task Force Ike Planning Process; prepare for future deployment of the National IMAT-E in support of Texas Task Force Ike; and to develop an Integrated Housing Task Force, in conjunction with the state. 

· Region VI reports 527 US&R personnel and 120 vehicles staged in Houston, and 860 personnel and 80 vehicles are pre-staged in LA. These numbers represent combined Federal and State assets. 

· Denver MERS equipment and personnel are staged at NLSA, Ft. Sam Houston, TX.

· When weather permits, the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) will conduct fly-overs to assess the condition of the navigation channels from Corpus Christi to Port Arthur, TX.

State of Louisiana

· The Federal flood protection system has not been compromised, no breaches or overtopping. 

· Region VI reported a levee breach on the Plaquemines Parish Levee. Crews are continuing to flood fight and work the levee issue. Water is still overtopping along two areas of the private levee (one 30-foot section and one 300-foot section), but only minimally due to sandbagging efforts by parish residents and workers. The water level is expected to drop by tomorrow morning.

· The State EOC in Baton Rouge operating at Level I (full activation). The State mobilized additional Emergency Medical Ambulance Type II Strike Teams through EMAC to support limited evacuations in southwest part of State. 
· All State medical special needs shelters have been closed and all patients transferred to other sites as of today. 
· Louisiana reports 1 shelter open for Ike (and Gustav), with overnight population of 17.

State of Texas

· The State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) in Austin operating at Level I (emergency conditions), 24/7 coverage. 

· The US Coast Guard is monitoring the status of the disabled 585-foot freight ship which is disabled 115 miles southeast of Galveston, TX with a 22 crew members aboard. A sea going tug will attempt to tow the vessel later today.
· On Bolivar Island, Galveston, TX, 65 people have been rescued; more people continue to appear as rescues are made. 
· Officials are estimating that 100-150 more people need to be rescued. 
· The State expects to begin re-entry operations beginning on or about 8:00 a.m. EDT, Saturday. Re-entry plans are being coordinated by Texas Task Force Ike, made up of Federal, State, private sector law enforcement and first responders. The Task Force has 1,000 vehicles and 1,000 personnel. 
· The State reported the successful evacuation of 403 special needs medical patients was complete. 

· Texas estimates the total general population evacuation to be 43% (600,842) of the impacted counties.
· The Texas National Guard is providing 2,089 guard members in support of Hurricane Ike. An additional 127 Guard members from seven other states have also been assigned for support.  

· Major crude pipelines originating in Texas and Louisiana have shut down operations. Petroleum product and natural gas liquids pipelines have either shut or partially shut their operations.  Personnel have been evacuated from a total of 596 production platforms, equivalent to 83.1 % of the 717 manned platforms in the Gulf of Mexico. 
· A Public Health Emergency has been declared by Secretary Leavitt for the State of Texas as a consequence of Hurricane Ike. This declaration intends to waive or modify certain health care program requirements.
· 11 Mobile Disaster Recovery Centers (MDRC) staged in three locations. 221 shelters are open with a total population of 36,406.
FEMA coordinates the federal government’s role in preparing for, preventing, mitigating the effects of, responding to, and recovering from all domestic disasters, whether natural or man-made, including acts of terror.  For more information on FEMA activities visit www.FEMA.gov and for more information on personal preparedness see www.Ready.gov.

Please contact FEMA’s Office of Legislative Affairs at (202) 646 4500 with any questions.






