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CYAC Meeting Notes

Many students, who were chosen from various schools and home schools in the 26th district of Texas, had the opportunity to further their knowledge of inter-governmental relations through attending the congressional youth advisory council.  This opportunity included listening and questioning our US Congressman, a State Representative, a Tarrant County Judge, a Denton County Commissioner, a Cooke County Commissioner, and the Mayor of North Richland Hills. They were all different, emphasizing areas they are part of and inviting us to different opportunities with which we could be involved. 
US Congressman Michael Burgess initially emphasized the impact that congressmen as well as everyone involved on the panel have on us as everyday citizens. The bills they put together and the decisions made will affect us weather now or later in our lives. “Being involved in public service reaps great rewards,” stated the Congressman, inviting us to get involved and be a part of politics. As a US congressman, Burgess is a defender of the constitution. All Congressmen are required to promise to defend the constitution by which this country is governed.  Burgess also stressed the house being very different from the senate. The house is where bills originate, where impeachment is brought up, and where money is raised and barrowed. With a laughing smile on his face, the Congressman testified that “The house is the most important branch.”

 
“I can’t handle the stress of my job without God. When it gets bigger than I am, I choose to spend time with Him.” says State Representative Kelly Hancock. He represents 120,000 people, and along with other representatives votes on various bills and projects. Because of checks and balances, everything is done as a “we”. Working with the state, he relates the importance of staying in contact with the city and county level of government. It is always good to know the needs of the people. Mr. Hancock is not doing his job for the money; he makes a net profit of $182 a year. He is doing it to make a difference in his country. 

“Everyone is under someone,” Bobbie Mitchell replies to a question from a fellow student as a Denton County Commissioner. She is under the legislature, and has to have permission from them. Mitchell advises that it is good to have a relationship with other elected officials. This allows for help when needed. Mitchell states that with out faith, she wouldn’t be able to continue in her roll as a commissioner day to day. As the Cooke County Commissioner, Gary Hollowell relates that everything is the same as big government with more intimacy. Mr. Gary Hollowell advises students to be informed, and when old enough, vote. 


Upon the question from a student, “How do you keep good relations with people with different views?” Mayor Oscar Travino of North Richland Hills replied that “Everyone has a different opinion, to let everyone speak, and primarily to listen.” You gain their respect by hearing out their views no matter how much you disagree or agree. 


Obviously, these government offices are interrelated through their common goal to serve their communities and their citizens. Every political official has checks and balances under which they work. They encourage the next generation to be informed and involved, whether locally or nationally. 
