Benjamin Moer

Intergovernmental Relations

     On Saturday, October 27, 2007 a handful of teenagers woke up early to be at the 9:00 meeting at North Richland Hills City Hall. The topic of the day was Intergovernmental relations. As meeting started it was like stepping into another world. First to speak with us was Congressman Burgess himself. He helped us wake up with his witty humor while at the same time explained his job as Congressman for the twenty sixth district. He explained to us that the difference in a county or district is in the leaders themselves. If the Congressman is not communicating well with the mayors, the county commissioners, the county judges, and the state representatives then the jobs delegated to each of these offices will not function right, creating problems. Next to speak was State Representative Kelly Hancock. Rep. Hancock showed us what was necessary to be a State Representative. You have to be able to sacrifice your time and energy. You also need to be there not for the money, but to help as a servant to the state. Rep. Hancock is gone from home 140 days out of the year. He told us that the most important job that he has is making sure that he is a good father and husband. Being gone 140 days out of the year can make that difficult. The Tarrant County Judge Whitley spoke to us about being a county elected official. Here Judge Whitley showed us how his job is the front door in getting something done. He also talked about how he as a Judge has to communicate to the congressman, the state representative, and the commissioners. He told us that not all the time do they get along. Not all the time do they reach conclusions everyone agrees on, but at the end of that day no one looks down on the other. At the end of that day everyone walks out as a friend. After the Judge the commissioners spoke. They were the Denton County Commissioner Bobbie Mitchell and Cooke County Commissioner Gary Hollowell. These commissioners showed us the differences in there job s and how going from one county to the next can be different. An example could be that Commissioner Mitchell has twice as many people living in the Denton County area then in the Cooke County, but Commissioner Hollowell has twice as many miles of road in Cooke County then in Denton County. This then setup the differences in their communication with other governmental relations. The last to lecture was the Mayor of North Richland Hills Oscar Trevino. Here he wrapped up what it meant to be a governmental official. It means you are going to have to go into these jobs as a servant. You are not expecting to get lots of money or huge benefits for yourself. The reward comes with knowledge that you did something that was a positive change to the community. The main qualification for being one of these people does not require a doctrine or four years at a huge college ranking at the top of you class, but a servants heart, a passion to change in a positive way, and knowing how to communicate well with other people. 
