AVIAN FLU Headlines (February 1-14, 2006) 
Rep. Michael C. Burgess, M.D. (TX-26)
As Members of Congress we must be more prepared to meet the needs of our constituents in any situation.  Avian Flu is a threat that surrounds the United States, and it is important that we all have a basic understanding of the latest developments in this global public health threat.  In an effort to keep awareness of this growing predicament at your disposal, I plan to bring the latest headlines directly to you in an email series.
Beginning last November, I produced a series of “Dear Colleagues” to address some of the basic science regarding avian flu and public health developments.  These documents are available on my website under the Avian Flu section.  As I continue to update materials, they will appear on the website.  Should you have questions concerning avian flu, please feel free to contact my office at (202) 225-7772.  
Sincerely, 
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Michael C. Burgess, M.D.
Member of Congress
February 14, 2006
EU divided on response to threat from avian flu, Financial Times (London)
European governments yesterday announced a raft of measures to help prevent bird flu from spreading across the region, but their varied response underlined disparities across the European Union about how to tackle the threat.

Different approaches have triggered calls for greater EU-level co-ordination. Raymond O'Rourke, a Dublin-based food lawyer and author of a book on European food law, said: “When you have 25 different ways of approaching the issue across Europe, it is more likely that you are going to have a major problem.” 
February 13, 2006
CDC Director: Business, Communities Play Key Role in Flu Pandemic Preparedness 

“We have to gear up and do what is necessary to prepare and local planning including the role businesses play is critical to these efforts,” according to Julie Gerberding, MD, director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
February 12, 2006

Bird Flu Detected in Greece, Italy and Bulgaria, New York Times (registration required)

The lethal A(H5N1) bird flu virus has been detected in wild birds in Italy and Greece, European officials announced yesterday, the first time its presence has been detected in the European Union. It was also detected in Bulgaria. 

“The bird flu virus has arrived in Italy,” said Francesco Storace, the Italian health minister, at a news conference, announcing that 17 swans had been found dead in three southern regions, Calabria, Sicily, and Puglia.
February 11, 2006

Bird flu would likely overwhelm Lee system, The News-Press, Fort Myers, FL
Local officials are scrambling to get plans in place and are waiting for more information from Gov. Jeb Bush's pandemic flu conference, which is scheduled 2-6 p.m. Thursday. Hartner advised health officials earlier this week now is the time to get prepared.

February 8, 2006
Nigeria reports Africa's 1st bird flu case, Associated Press

A "highly pathogenic" strain of the H5N1 bird flu virus has been found in poultry stocks in Nigeria - the first reported case of the disease in Africa, the Paris-based World Organization for Animal Health said Wednesday.

February 8, 2006
Pandemic Fears Push Gov to File Anti-flu Bill, Boston Herald

The state is girding for battle against a global flu outbreak that health officials say could strike at any time, leave thousands dead and cripple commerce, government and public safety as workers grow too sick to do their jobs.
February 6, 2006
States and Cities Lag in Readiness To Fight Bird Flu, New York Times (registration required)

The nation's 5,000 state and local health departments are rushing to plan for an epidemic of avian flu, but they say they are hobbled by a lack of money and guidance from the federal government. 
February 3, 2006
FDA Approves New Laboratory Test To Detect Human Infections With Avian Influenza, Health and Human Services: CDC News

"Preparing for a possible flu pandemic is a top priority for our nation, and FDA acted quickly to evaluate and expedite CDC's request for approval of this test," Acting FDA Commissioner Dr. Andrew von Eschenbach said. "Using flexible regulatory authorities, FDA was able to prioritize this expedited approval based on the clear critical need without compromising the quality or integrity of the FDA review process."

February 3, 2006
Teen Died of Bird Flu in Iraq, WHO Confirms, Los Angeles Times

The World Health Organization confirmed Thursday that an Iraqi teenager who died last month had the H5N1 bird flu virus, and Indonesia's Health Ministry said a teenager there had become that nation's 15th fatality from avian flu.

February 1, 2006
NORTHCOM Prepares for Possible Pandemic, Department of Defense – American Forces Information Service

U.S. Northern Command recently hosted representatives from more than 40 international, federal and state agencies for an exercise designed to provoke discussion and determine what governmental actions, including military support, would be necessary in the event of an influenza pandemic in the United States.
Cumulative Number of Confirmed Human Cases of Avian Influenza A/(H5N1) 
Reported to World Health Organization as of February 6, 2006
	Country

 
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	Total

	
	cases
	deaths
	cases
	deaths
	cases
	deaths
	cases
	deaths
	cases
	deaths

	Cambodia
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4
	4
	0
	0
	4
	4

	China
	0
	0
	0
	0
	8
	5
	2
	2
	10
	7

	Indonesia
	0
	0
	0
	0
	17
	11
	6
	5
	23
	16

	Iraq
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Thailand
	0
	0
	17
	12
	5
	2
	0
	0
	22
	14

	Turkey
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	12
	4
	12
	4

	Viet Nam
	3
	3
	29
	20
	61
	19
	0
	0
	93
	42

	Total
	3
	3
	46
	32
	95
	41
	21
	12
	165
	88


Total number of cases includes number of deaths. WHO reports only laboratory-confirmed cases. 







